
El Semanario, November / Noviembre 12, 2017
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Antonio "Tony" Aja, Pastor

Preaching on: "What Are We Seeking?"
Based on: Matthew / Mateo 6: 31-33

STEWARDSHIP IS THIS SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 12TH

Our annual Stewardship Sunday, when we gather pledges for the 2018 Westminster ministry
budget, is this Sunday, November 12th. Everyone has received a pledge letter and pledge card.
Please bring your pledge card with you on Sunday and drop it into the offering plate. If you
cannot make it to the service Sunday, mail your pledge card to Westminster Presbyterian
Church, 841 West Manhattan Ave., Santa Fe, NM 87501-3780. Thank you.

A celebratory, catered luncheon will be held in Koinonia Hall immediately following the
service. We hope you will join us!



IT'S NOISY COIN TOSS TIME AGAIN!!

On the 2nd Sunday of each month, Westminster has it's noisy coin toss for the benefit of
the Chimayo and Abiquiu Boys and Girls Club. The club is an important part of reaching

out to children in need in those communities.
Westminster is proud to have this practice as part of our mission to the community. We

hope that you will join us this Sunday, November 12th by bringing your extra change and
dropping it in noizy coin pails. No loose coins? Don't worry, bills fit too and soften

the noise!!
Lets make the pails ring and help put smiles and opportunities for those who are a part of

the Boys and Girls Club of Chimayo and Abiquiu.



Please join us for a time of Contemplative Silence, from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
every Tuesday morning in the Sanctuary.For those who would like to learn
Centering Prayer, a silent Christian contemplative practice, written guidelines
will be offered.

Open to the community as a whole — all are welcome!

EXPLORING CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCEWITH SUSAN RUSH.
SUNDAY. NOV. 19TH: 9:30- - 10:30 A.M.

On Sunday morning, November 19, before our Sunday worship service, Susan Rush will lead
an exploration of contemplative silence and what it means in our lives.

Susan will introduce Centering Prayer, a Christian contemplative practice that that has been
embraced over many centuries. She will give a history of Centering Prayer and its non-
denominational nature, and offer guidelines on how to practice Centering Prayer. There will be
time for experiencing Centering Prayer.

Susan has served as a chaplain and bereavement supporter for many years in our community,
both in hospital settings and for hospice. She is a certified Centering Prayer presenter (certified
by the international organization Contemplative Outreach, Ltd.). All are welcome to this rich
hour of exploring!

Join Us Tuesday Mornings for
Contemplative Silence

TAIZÉ WORSHIP EVERY THURSDAY!

Every Thursday from September through May, a Taizé
style service of prayer and song is held at 5:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. Everyone is invited to join in this devotional
worship service.



This past Sunday, November 5, the Church celebrated the Feast of All Saints, a day to
commemorate those “saints” of our lives whose lives on earth have ended, but whose loss is
still felt and whose memory is a blessing and an inspiration to us. This All Saints’ Sunday,
twenty-six saints, ranging from a few months to seventy-two years of age, were unexpectedly
and violently robbed of their lives when a gunman opened fire in the midst of worship at the
First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas. The small congregation has lost a significant
number of its members, including the pastor’s fourteen-year-old daughter and multiple
generations of one family, who lost eight members to the violence. The small, peaceful
community of Sutherland Springs, in a matter of seconds, lost 4 percent of its population, and
no one in that town was untouched by the gunman’s malice. Nearby congregations and
communities have extended their care and support to Sutherland Springs, including the
leadership of the Presbytery of Mission.

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) extends its deepest condolences, its prayers, and its support
to the congregation, its families, and the community of Sutherland Springs as it begins to
grapple with the enormity of the evil committed in their midst.

But our prayers and our condolences are not enough. As the prophet Jeremiah noted: “they
have treated the wound of my people carelessly, saying ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no
peace” (Jer. 6:14, NRSV). There are no words or prayers eloquent enough to describe the
horror and outrage this atrocity evokes. The PC(USA) notes that this is the second largest
modern-day mass shooting in U.S. history; and further notes that the largest, which took fifty-
nine lives in Las Vegas, Nevada, was a mere five weeks ago. The president of the United
States, in expressing condolences following the Las Vegas shooting, said though it was not
appropriate in the wake of tragedy for a national conversation on the prevention of gun
violence, there should be a conversation in the near future. Five weeks later, we are no closer to
such a conversation and twenty-six more people are dead in a mass shooting, and countless

Stated Clerk issues statement on
Texas church mass shootings
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) General Assembly Stated Clerk J.
Herbert Nelson, II, issued the following statement today
(November 8) on the mass murder of twenty-six worshipers at
First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Sunday,
November 5:



more in smaller acts of violence throughout the U.S.

Quoting from Gun Violence, Gospel Values (https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/
gun-violence-gospel-values-mobilizing-response-god/): “The PC(USA) and its predecessor
bodies have addressed gun violence through the actions of [many] General Assemblies in the
last [fifty] years” (p. 7). Beginning in the late 1960s, in response to the assassinations of public
leaders, the General Assembly called for “… control [of] the sale and possession of firearms of
all kinds.” Similar resolutions were passed again in 1976, 1988, 1990, 1991, 1996, and 1998.
Each resolution reflected a sense of moral urgency in response to rising gun violence and the
cultural trends that contributed to it. These resolutions have called on the church to be involved
in education and advocacy at the federal, state, and community level to prevent gun violence.
The 219th and 221st General Assemblies (2012) and (2014) reiterated and intensified this call,
urging the church at every level—local, regional, and national—to participate in gun violence
prevention, to provide pastoral and spiritual support to victims and survivors, and to engage in
acts of public witness and policy advocacy to enact stronger legislation to systematically
address the complex causes and work to reduce and eliminate the scourge of gun violence in
our neighborhoods and nation.

It is long past time for such a national conversation to commence. Too many lives have been
shattered, too few efforts have been made, and the laws that regulate gun acquisition, gun
shops, and shows, and the types of weapons available for persons intending violence, are
entirely inadequate. The time to reason together is now. The time to act is now. The vision of a
"new heaven and a new earth” (Rev. 21:1), a holy city where “no more shall the sound of
“weeping be heard in it” (Isa. 65:19) is not just a hope for God’s kindom, but also a compelling
moral and ethical imperative that demands the action and engagement of people of faith.

In the faith we share,

The Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/gun-violence-gospel-values-mobilizing-response-god/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/gun-violence-gospel-values-mobilizing-response-god/


TIRED OF ROASTING THE TURKEY AND MAKING ALL THE “FIXINS?”

Join some of your friends at Westminster on Thanksgiving Day, November 23rd, at
2:00 p.m. and the turkey will be ready. Almost 30 of your Westminster friends
have RSVP'd.

Join us in this festive celebration.
Each family or person is asked to bring one side dish and we would like some of
you to come early or stay late to help with setup and cleanup. You are encouraged
to ask friends or neighbors (two or three only, please). The the turkey and gravy
will be furnished. We ask that each person donate $1.00 to buy the turkey.

If you are interested in sharing Thanksgiving with us, please contact

Donna Ormerod or Brian Roberge or call the church office at 505-983-8939.

We look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving with you.

mailto:dlormerod@gmail.com?subject=Thanksgiving%20Dinner%20Reservation
mailto:wpcsantafe@gmail.com?subject=Thanksgiving%20Dinner%20Reservation


Please pray for these members and friends of our congregation: for the family members and
friends of Rev. Dr. Benjamin Gutierrez, who led the efforts of the PCUSA to strengthen ties
between Christians in the United States and Latin America. Rev. Gutierrez passed away last
week; forMarsha Morton diagnosed with two types of breast cancer; Brian Garcia,
recovering from a kidney transplant in Albuquerque; Bob Miles, who is experiencing
difficulties; uplifting prayer and a sense of care and community for Jennifer Elliott; for Joe
Miracle’s mother, Betty, facing health issues; for Karen Koppel, friend of the Tryk
family; healing forMaya Chavez’ wrist; for Bell Choir member Karen Meador’s friend,
Kirsten Harvey Davis, recuperating from brain surgery; prayers for the Brinegars’ friend,
Erika Roth, young wife and mother, needing further cancer treatment in Houston; Kim
Sewell’s brother, battling mental and emotional issues; Cindy Piatt’s friend, Reverend Pam
Normile, fighting a serious recurrence of cancer; continued recovery for Elizabeth Roghair’s
mother,Margaret Byers, in Lancaster, PA; for Loyda Aja’s brother-in-law, Pepe Antonio,
whose condition has worsened; Jonathan Sayago, a friend of the Ajas, diagnosed with a brain
tumor; for David Hinds, friend of the Ajas, with terminal cancer, and for his young family; for
Jim Elliott’s son Stephan, and his family in Israel; Bob and Phyllis, friends of Rod Sewell,
both fighting cancer; Bill Taylor’s brother-in-law, fighting illness; continued prayer for
Carmen Chavez’ family members; James Case, friend of the Tway family, who is
undergoing further surgery and cancer treatments;Margi Coxwell’s friend, Doug;Margarita
Lopez, FPC member;Marian Goad; Gerzain Chavez; Elizabeth Roghair; John & Desiree
Burnett; Dotti Tryk; Andy Thorne; Kim Sewell; Margi Coxwell’s brother, Loren
Jacobson; Candace Stebbins; Robert McDonald; Juanita Sandoval; Joe Dudziak;
Margaret Walsh; Ruth Ortega; Beverly Garrett; Suzanne Dreith; Jan Chesnut's sister and
family in Damascus, Syria; and the staff and congregations of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Cuba; and for our country’s Veterans.
Lord, our prayer is twofold – a prayer of thanks to our Veterans, who made sacrifices on our
behalf, often wounded, often troubled; and a prayer for the safety of church goers of every
denomination everywhere. May they feel the Peace and Love of Christ as they walk through
their Church door.
Please note: we will keep names on the prayer list for as long as wanted. If you know of others
in our midst who are in need of prayers, please contact Rev. Tony Aja or the church office. We
also want to hear your good news and joys: marriages, children, graduations, retirements, or
new jobs. f you have any prayer requests or notices, please fill out a prayer card and put it in
the offertory plate or email them to Margaret at: mw@margaretw.com

mailto:mw@margaretw.com


Chester Topple officiated at theMemorial Service for Sue Horning last Saturday. The
Deacons hosted the service and several members brought food. The beautiful flowers in the
Sanctuary were provided by the Horning Family.
Tony Aja, Barbara Medina, Joe Dudziak, Lee Walters, Rey and Carmen Chavez, and
Alice Tinkle left for Agua Prieta, Mexico early Friday morning to visit with the Café Justo
coffee farmers from Chiapas and PCUSA Frontera De Cristo, as Café Justo celebrates its
Quinceanera. They will return on Saturday.
Let’s say a belated Feliz Cumpleaños to a special someone whose birthday was last week: Dr.
Clyde Tomlin, 11/7 and also

Thank you to the Buffalo Wild Wings for providing a meal for this week’s ELL session.
Please extend our gratitude for their continuing generosity when you dine with them.
Thank you to Deborah Koehler for the meat pies, and Dr. Clyde Tomlin’s family from South
Carolina for the delicious Birthday cake last Sunday in honor of Dr. Clyde’s 99th Birthday!



WESTMINSTER NEWS
.

IMPORTANT DATES
November 12 -11:00 a.m. STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
November 12 - 12:00 p.m. STEWARDSHIP LUNCHEON
November 12 - 1:00 p.m. Missio Dei Meeting
November 14- 10:30 a.m. Contemplative Silence
November 16 - 5:30 p.m. Taize Worship Service
November 18 - 1:00 p.m. Money Care Meeting
November 19 - 1:00 p.m. Session Meeting
November 21- 10:30 a.m. Contemplative Silence
November 23 - 2:00 p.m. WPC THANKSGIVING DINNER
November 28- 10:30 a.m. Contemplative Silence
November 30 - 5:30 p.m. Taize Worship Service
December 3 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT



FROMMONEY CARE

Net Surplus/Shortage through 10/31/17
Total income: $124,675
Total expenses: $113,124
Net Surplus: $ 11,551

FROMMISSIO DEI

CUBAN CHURCH HURRICANE DAMAGE FUND

Several properties of the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba were damaged in the
recent hurricane. The heaviest hit was the beloved national camp, CANIP. Roofs on four of
the cabins and the administrator’s house were destroyed, the dining room and two more
cabins were heavily damaged, and trees and plantings were uprooted. The cost of repair is
estimated to be $74,700 USD. Missio Dei has voted to designate $400 from the 2017
budgeted benevolence allocation, earmarked for use at CANIP. The Session has approved an
approach to members of the congregation to add to that amount as a voluntary individual
contribution. This is not a special offering, only an opportunity for individual gifts. We
know that all are already generous in their support of the Westminster budget, the capital
campaign, and the official special offerings, so don’t feel guilty if you are not able to answer
this special opportunity. If you do wish to make a contribution, make your check to
Westminster Church, with “Cuba Hurricane Appeal” in the memo line.

Your help is needed
Santa Fe Need and Deed clientele tends to be the folks who live in the
hills and in the parks, behind the stores, etc. Many are desperate
for clothing…..coats, boots, gloves, boots, bags, blankets, etc. This is the
time of year they steal warm gear from each other to stay warm. Your
help would be much appreciated by donating items to help our people stay
warm. (There is a box in Koinonia Hall where donations can be dropped
off Monday through Friday between 9 a.m and 1 p.m. and also on



Kick off your holiday season with "Love and Joy from Us to You" presented
by the New Mexico Gay Men's Chorus in our debut at The Lensic in Santa Fe
on Friday, December 8 at 7:30pm. Reserved seats are $20, $25, $35 and
$45.
BUY TICKETS FOR THE CONCERT AT SANTA FE TICKETS:
This show is filled with all the fun and surprises that have made the NMGMC
holiday concerts one of the area's favorite traditions. It's a performance that is
sure to delight with laughter and merriment. Don't miss this colorful, bright, and
gay variety of warm winter songs to welcome the holiday season in style with

IN THE ARTS

TGIF Concert At First Presbyterian Church. All are invited to
TGIF concert at First Pres. tonight at 5:30 p.m., Friday, November 10,
2017, featuring The American Guild of Organists, playing Music for
Organ and Instruments. Next Friday, November 17, 2017 the TGIF
Concert will feature The High Desert Saxaphone Quartet with
Peggy Abbott.
Take time to visit the Back Pew Gallery following the concert for the
new show, "Second Sight" recycled objects of art created by local

http://tickets.ticketssantafe.org/single/EventDetail.aspx?p=4876&mc_cid=0a895320bd&mc_eid=3598e9b816

