
El Semanario, December / Diciembre 3, 2017
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Antonio "Tony" Aja, Pastor

Preaching on: "In Jesus Christ We Have Hope!"
Based on: Mark / Marcos 13: 24-37

SAVE THE DATE!
At the darkest time of the year let's get together and anticipate the return
of the Light.
Everyone is invited to an intergenerational game night, Saturday December 2
from 6-8, in Koinonia Hall. Bring your favorite game and your favorite snack
to share. Not a gamer? Bring your knitting! Advent begins the next day and
we'll have an Advent craft project if you are so inclined. Hope to see you
there! If you need a ride to the church, call the church office.



The nominees are:

Session: Margi Coxwell and Cindy Piatt, class of 2020.

Deacons: Donna Ormerod, Sheila Tryk and Lois Morton, class of 2018, and Kim Sewell
and Michael Brinegar, class of 2020.
Others can be nominated from the floor are per the rules, with previous acceptance by the
nominee.

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
for after the service on Sunday, December 10, for the
sole purpose of presenting and electing the slate of
new officers - elders and deacons - nominated by the
Nominating Committee and approved by session.

Join Us Tuesday November 28th for
Contemplative Silence

Please join us for a time of Contemplative Silence, from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. every Tuesday
morning in the Sanctuary.
Our group is open to the community — all are most welcome to come, and to observe the
silence during our time together in any way they wish. Each of us is different and there are
so many doorways into meaningful silence and the listening and deepening it supports.
Some will be practicing Centering Prayer, a beautiful and simple Christian contemplative
practice.

Come share the silence — all are welcome!

TAIZÉ SERVICE RESUMES THURSDAY, 11/30

The next Taizé service will be Thursday, November 30th at 5:30

p.m. in the sanctuary. The Taizé service takes place every

Thursday from September through May. Join us for this service

of prayer and song.
Marianne Lewis sent an update on the Taizé worldwide community. To learn more about

Taizé worldwide go to their website HERE. It is available in multiple languages. If you want

to see what the Taizé community in the United States click on the "USA" link on their site.

http://www.taize.fr/en


Westminster Presbyterian Church
Stated Session Meeting Highlights

November 19, 2017
Clerk’s Report – October session minutes approved with amendments.

Order of the Day: Session heard the fascinating and varied faith stories of people requesting
membership. MOTION made and wholeheartedly approved to receive with joy and
thanksgiving the following new members: Juan Bacigalupi on Profession of Faith and
previous baptism; Rich Mintz and Diane McGaha on Transfer of Membership from Siesta
Key Chapel in Siesta Key, FL; and Jerry Lamme on Transfer of Membership from Grace
Presbyterian Church in Tuscaloosa, AL.
Money Care: The 2018 ministry draft budget was presented by Treasurer with input from
committee chairs. Final draft will be presented and approved at the December session meeting.
Pledges seem to be on track so far but awaiting more responses.
Nominating Committee:MOTION made and unanimously approved to present the following
slate of officers to the congregation:

Elders: Elder Margi Coxwell and Elder Cindy Piatt, Class of 2020.
Deacons: Donna Ormerod, Sheila Tryk, Lois Morton for one-year terms, Class of
2018; Kim Sewell and Michael Brinegar, Class of 2020.

MOTION made and approved to hold a Called Congregational Meeting on Dec. 10th,
immediately following worship, for the sole purpose of electing officers.
Missio Dei, Worship Committee, Building and Grounds and the Capital Campaign
Committees presented written reports on their activities.
New Business:
MOTION made and approve to hold the Annual Congregational Meeting on Feb. 4th, 2018.
Pastor’s Report:
• Pastor Aja will be on vacation from Dec. 25 – Jan. 1, 2018.
• Pastor will participate in a meeting of the Advocacy Committee on Racial Ethnic

Concerns (ACREC) at the Presbyterian Center in Louisville Jan 17-19, but will be in
the pulpit on the 21st.

• Pastor will take a study leave to teach at McCormick Theological Seminary Jan.
22-28.

Special called meeting of Session to meet prospective new members, Sunday, December 3,
2017 immediately following the service. Next regular meeting: Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017 at
1:00 pm.



Please pray for these members and friends of our congregation: forMarsha Morton,
recovering from cancer surgery; for Juan Bacigalupi, recovering from a heart ailment; for
Brian Garcia, as he recovers from a kidney transplant; for Bob Miles, who is experiencing
difficulties; uplifting prayer and a sense of care and community for Jennifer Elliott; for Joe
Miracle’s mother, Betty, who is home from rehab; for Karen Koppel, friend of the Tryk
family; continued prayers of healing forMaya Chavez’ wrist; prayers for the Brinegars’
friend, Erika Roth, young wife and mother, needing further cancer treatment in Houston; Kim
Sewell’s brother, battling mental and emotional issues; Cindy Piatt’s friend, Reverend Pam
Normile, fighting a serious recurrence of cancer; continued recovery for Elizabeth Roghair’s
mother,Margaret Byers, in Lancaster, PA; for Loyda Aja’s brother-in-law, Pepe Antonio,
whose condition has worsened; Jonathan Sayago, a friend of the Ajas, diagnosed with a brain
tumor; for David Hinds, friend of the Ajas, with terminal cancer, and for his young family; for
Jim Elliott’s son Stephan, and his family in Israel; Bob and Phyllis, friends of Rod Sewell,
both fighting cancer; Bill Taylor’s brother-in-law, fighting illness; continued prayer for
Carmen Chavez’ family members; James Case, friend of the Tway family, who is
undergoing cancer treatments;Margi Coxwell’s friend, Doug;Margarita Lopez, FPC
member;Marian Goad; Kjirsten Harvey Davis; Elizabeth Roghair; John & Desiree
Burnett; Dotti Tryk; Andy Thorne; Margi Coxwell’s brother, Loren Jacobson; Candace
Stebbins; Robert McDonald; Juanita Sandoval; Joe Dudziak; Ruth Ortega; Beverly
Garrett; Suzanne Dreith; Jan Chesnut's sister and family in Damascus, Syria; and the staff
and congregations of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Cuba; and for our country’s
Veterans.

Lord, we are truly blessed to have a loving and caring congregation who, in your name, give
their time and energy to numerous organizations and individuals in the Santa Fe Community, as
well as to Cuba and other outreach endeavors. There is much love in our church!



Our worship last Sunday was enriched by the talent of Trio Grande. Thank 
you to Bill Taylor, trumpet; Jon Lening, euphonium; and Melody Brooks, 
french horn  for sharing their musical talent with us.   

Please take note of the beautifully trimmed Christmas tree in Koinonia Hall. 
Many thanks to all who helped to trim it, making our spirits brighter!  
 

Please note: we will keep names on the prayer list for as long as wanted. If you know of others
in our midst who are in need of prayers, please contact Rev. Tony Aja or the church office. We
also want to hear your good news and joys: marriages, children, graduations, retirements, or
new jobs. If you have any prayer requests or notices, please fill out a prayer card and put it in
the offertory plate or email them to Margaret at: mw@margaretw.com

Thank you to Alice’s Tortilleria for providing a meal for this week’s ELL session. Please
extend our gratitude for their continuing generosity when you dine with them.

Thank you Lois Morton, for the generous and thoughtful gift of Christmas decorations for
members of the ELL Program. Comments heard at last Monday’s ELL classes were “I want
to give this to my Mama” and “My children will love this.”

Thank you to Donna Ormerod for the potato soup, and Dean Lewis for the vegetable soup for
last Sunday’s Agape Fast.

mailto:mw@margaretw.com


WESTMINSTER NEWS
CHRISTMAS ANGELS ON WPC CHRISTMAS TREE

Each year Missio Dei places Angels on our Christmas tree to offer gift cards to

a local organization in need. This year the Christmas tree is located in Koinonia

Hall and we have selected an "Adelante family” to be the recipients of gifts. The

SFPS Adelante Program provides services for children, teens and their families

experiencing homelessness in Santa Fe. They also provide advocacy, tutoring,

evening programs and material aid.

They have worked with 1,100 children and youth since the start of the school

year, helping families to keep utilities on, prevent evictions, connect to vital

services, and find sustainable housing.

Although they are a part of the Santa Fe Public Schools, they are entirely

funded through grants and community donations. Any donation goes a long

way!! Missio Dei thought a gift card from TARGET or WALMART would be

the best way to help because, with a gift card, the family can use it for any

specific need, including food.

Adelante operates on the public school calendar so we need the gift cards before

Dec. 15. If you can bring it on Sunday Dec.10, that will be ideal. If not, the

deadline isWednesday, Dec. 13. You can drop it off at our church office before

1:00PM.

** Please put the gift card inside a sealed envelope and write the name

“Adelante Family" on the envelope. If you have questions, please call Barbara

at 505-670-6261 or email - bobbie.sf@icloud.com

Here’s wishing you a Blessed Christmas and
Thank you so much for your kind generosity!

mailto:bobbie.sf@icloud.com


FROMMONEY CARE

Net Surplus/Shortage through 10/31/17
Total income: $124,675
Total expenses: $113,124
Net Surplus: $ 11,551

FROMMISSIO DEI
Your help is needed

Santa Fe Need and Deed clientele tends to be the folks who live in the
hills and in the parks, behind the stores, etc. Many are desperate for
clothing…..coats, boots, gloves, boots, bags, blankets, etc. This is the
time of year they steal warm gear from each other to stay warm. There
is a desperate need for these warm items. Santa Fe Need and Deed has
already given out all the warm clothing that has been donated so far.
Your help would be much appreciated by donating items to help
our people stay warm. (There is a box in Koinonia Hall where
donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday between 9 a.m
and 1 p.m. and also on Sundays.) Many Thanks. Sundays.) Many
Thanks.

NEWS FROM
THE BORDER
Mark Adams, Director of Frontera de Cristo in Douglaz, AZ has written two articles.
Recently seven members of the Westminster family went to visit for the coffee Quinceanera.
Mark's letter "A TASTE OF CHIAPAS" speaks to the Cafe Justo mission project earlier
this year.
A more recent letter to PCUSA "OF DREAMS AND NIGHTMARES" speaks to the issue
of the border wall and current immigration practices.

https://www.presbyterianmission.org.ministries/missionconnetions/letters/a-taste-of-chiapas/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org.ministries/missionconnetions/letters/of-dreams-and-nightmares


. IMPORTANT DATES
December 2 - 6:00 p.m. Game Night For All
December 3 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 5- 10:30 a.m. Contemplative Silence
December 7 - 11:30 a.m. Monthly Senior Lunch Bunch
December 7 - 5:30 p.m. Taize Worship Service
December 10 - NOISY COIN TOSS SUNDAY
December 10 - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 10 - 1:00 p.m. Missio Dei Meeting
December 12- 10:30 a.m. Contemplative Silence
December 14 - 5:30 p.m. Taize Worship Service
December 17 - 1:00 p.m. Session Meeting
December 17 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 19 - 10:30 a.m. Contemplative Silence
December 21 - 5:30 p.m. Taize Worship Service
December 24 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 24 - 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY - OFFICE CLOSED



COMMUNITY NEWS
MEN'S BREAKFAST AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN - DECEMBER 9TH
The First Presbyterian Men's Breakfast guest speaker for December 9 is Linda Trujillo at 8:00

AM in Pope Hall, Presbyterian church member and representative from District 48 and former

School Board Member. The title of her presentation is “No Time to Lose, Insights on Public

Education.” She will share her excitement about recent developments in education. Contact

John Whitcomb 982-3921 or visit church web page to RSVP by email. Breakfast is free to

guests of First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe.

Kick off your holiday season with "Love and Joy from Us to You" presented by the
New Mexico Gay Men's Chorus in our debut at The Lensic in Santa Fe on Friday,
December 8 at 7:30pm. Reserved seats are $20, $25, $35 and $45.

BUY TICKETS FOR THE CONCERT AT SANTA FE TICKETS:
This show is filled with all the fun and surprises that have made the NMGMC holiday
concerts one of the area's favorite traditions. It's a performance that is sure to delight
with laughter and merriment. Don't miss this colorful, bright, and gay variety of warm
winter songs to welcome the holiday season in style with family and friends.

http://tickets.ticketssantafe.org/single/EventDetail.aspx?p=4876&mc_cid=0a895320bd&mc_eid=3598e9b816


TGIF Concert At First Presbyterian Church. All are invited to
TGIF concert at First Pres. tonight at 5:30 p.m., Friday,
December 1, 2017, featuring Linda Larkin & Julie Hawley,
harps andMiriam Sagan, Poet. Next Friday, December 8, 2017
the TGIF Concert will feature High Desert Harp Ensamble.

BACK PEW GALLERY "ORNAMENTS, ORNAMENTS, ORNAMENTS" SHOW

The Back Pew Gallery at First Presbyterian Church opens a new show:Ornaments,

Ornaments, Ornaments with homemade and gently used treasures. Proceeds will

go to the Presbyterian Disaster Fund for Puerto Rico and the Santa Fe Dreamers

Project. The Gallery is open Friday evenings, following the TIF concer; Saturdays mid-

day; and Sunday mornings through December.

Don't forget to visit ourWEBSITE to see things like the LINKS page where you can
connecty to local, state and national Presbyterian news and resources.

Also, check our Google+ page for the latest Semanario and other news. Join our circles or
follow us there and give a review about what Westminster means to you. Thanks.

The latest edition of "Nuevas Noticias" the newsletter of the Presbytery of Santa Fe is also
available for your reading.

https://www.wpcsf.org
https://www.wpcsf.org/links
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1101957897195&ca=174d2ed2-19d7-4bb8-9442-5cc28dbf3842

